Oral History of Benny and Marian Zayti

This is August the 221988. | am Marian Shoebridge Zayti.
(Marian, what was Northville like or what was yaarly life like, early on?)

Northville was a very small, little town. We kneawveryone — you know. | can remember when
we lived down on Wing Street on a Sunday | woulabat on the curb and look up at Main
Street and watch for my aunt’s car for an hour; smmetimes I'd count twelve cars before their
car came out from Detroit and turn down to comditmer. We knew everyone in town, and
everyone knew about everyone else. And if any@®selad something, someone else was there
to help. All the children played together. | renier when we got our first blacktop. It was so
exciting to go roller skating on it.

The Northville Fair was the big time of our lif@he Wayne County Fair in Northville,

Michigan. And I think it cost a quarter to get byt we used to walk across the tiles and come in
through the field, and it didn’t cost anything. efhyou had a quarter to spend on other things. If
you had a dollar, you could go in the afternoon silag right through till it closed at nine o’clock
at night and have enough money to have a real yoed But the things were interesting then,
the farmers brought their things in to displaywés like our Michigan Fair today, and the
animals were always there. We would have the sadiiool classes doing their typing

blindfolded. We were so impressed with it, and ledat classes would bring in the dresses that
they made and put them on display. A lot of sritatigs like that that really intrigued us. And

of course there was the horse races, you knowRatéenbury Family, one of the ones — | think
there is still a Rattenbury racing someplace tdusause that was our early families in the
racing part, and | went to school with Terry Ralttery. So | knew all about what was going on.

It was lazy days in Northville. A big exciting tig was to take a walk. And on Saturday nights
the thing was in the summertime. Always a bandcedrup town. Now | do remember the
crow’s nest in the middle of Center Street and Mdirgives away a lot of information about
yourself when you admit to that. But we used tbaye stockings there at Christmas time, and it
was very exciting to wait for Santa Claus to hamake out. But the summertime’s — the band
concert were really great, and | always rememkbeagrr. Altman was very important in starting
that. That first band that we had; and you gdatkehbox of popcorn and sit in your cars if you
came in from the country like the Zayti’'s did. Bwé, of course, would just walk up and sit on
the street curb and listen to them play on Satuniiglyt, and it was nice. You knew everyone
and said hello to everyone, and the stores woulaplee to go in and do a little shopping. We
only ate ice cream in the summertime. | can renggra@ying to my mother, “Do you think its
warm enough to have an ice cream cone?” And wetdig nickel and go up to the — was that
Horton’s Drug Store on the corner there k- | thitidrton was the first one | remember. Later on
that was Gunsell’s, you know, and on and on it gd&asd for a nickel you could get an ice
cream cone with vanilla, chocolate, or strawbertlgat was it. But it was nice knowing
everyone, and you would- there was no question ywatvould do for a neighbor. | remember
when we lived on Center Street, the little girl whed on — we always called it the North side
of town, Cabbage Town — was walking home from #ieif pouring — down rain, so my mother
brought her in, put dry clothes on her, calledrhether up, and the brother came and picked her
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up. But, you know, today you’d say, what were going in someone’s house? What are these
strange clothes?” But that was Northville in oaysl, and it was a nice quiet little town; and we
did a lot of things that were fun things. Everyovent to the basketball games. The football
games were played down at the fairgrounds outemilddle of the race track field — | forgot
what that’s called — but the high school would gwd there, of course afternoon games — there
were no lights on the field, but it seems like gt@ng. Everyone went to everything that went
on when it was going on in town. It was fun grogvirp in a small town. 1 liked it, now my
grandchildren live in Vermont, and they get aditfliavor of this small town living, and I'm

happy for them. 1 think they’ll have nice memories

(Now, what school building did you go to?)

Well the one located that was located in the bdauohigh school building now. On the corner
of Cady Street; and that later burned down. Wedaeouple of fires in town, but that was the
one that | started Kindergarten, and when we wefeurth grade, we were too crowded, so our
Superintendent lived in a building — a house onrV&treet that now where our present Main
Street school is — so the fourth grade was in@mrapstairs. And we had to be very quiet
because the principal’s office or the superintetidasifice was downstairs so you couldn’t

make any noise. But then in sixth grade, the gsatieol was getting small, so we had a room in
the old high school that later on was Les Lee’siomgom. That was our sixth grade room.

(That’s the one with the arched windows?)

No, that was down on the first floor over at thdesnow. The arched window was the study hall,
of course, and the desks were in there. We wernhé high school?) Yes, in the high school.
And you went to a school play, and you sat in thekd in the study hall and watched the play up
on the stage. So, it was pretty exciting.

(I think you told me that Benny went to Wash Oak&u — did you go to?)

Benny — | went to Base Line which is the Allen Aead/ now.

(Oh, that’s Allen Academy — Oh.)

Yes, that was the Base Line School that Benny @&thmily attended. We have pictures when
half of the class was made up of Zayti's that patér year. Five of them. | didn’t attend a rural
school, but my sisters did. | never met Bennyldritred in Detroit. But he’s four years older
that | am. (Oh, one of the big kids.) He knew oiger sisters. He was out of high school
before | got there, so that's why | didn’t know himthose days. But | was real glad | met him,
you know.

(But then you moved from Northville away then fowhile?)

Well, | — my parents were divorced when | was ia ¢éighth grade, and so we moved to

Plymouth. So I stayed with a sister and went ¢ghtschool in Plymouth, so that’'s why | don’t
tell many people in Northville cause you know holeve Northville Schools; but nevertheless, |
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did have eight years of school in Northville beforeent to Plymouth, graduated from there.
Nancy Soper knew that and threatened to tell ewelybhat | was a Plymouth graduate.

(There was a lot of rivalry.)

Yes, really, really — football games used to ki#.mYou know I'd go to them between
Northville and Plymouth and say “Oh, how can | beRlymouth when | love Northville so
much?” But | lived through it. And then it wagexfmy nephew started to play in Northville,
then | could be true to Northville forever and eaad ever. So that was easy.

(So them when did you come back to Northville, wigen two were married?)

Yes, Benny left when he went in service was liviim@etroit then going to night school at
Wayne State, working at Ford Hospital, and livinghvMargaret Cady, Margaret VanHellemont
Cady, and she was the one...And she introduced Bamthy on a blind date that neither one of
us wanted to go on. So that’s how we met, angedlin Northville part time, still working in
Detroit. Took the bus out, left home at eighthie thorning, got home at eight at night because |
was homesick for Northville, so | stayed with mytirer and worked for a while, but winter
came so we moved back to Detroit. But that wasoatdsime. So other than living in South
Carolina in World War 11, and then a winter in Gafnia and a winter in Florida, we’ve been
Northville, all the time. | can remember a chulatly looking one time when she found out that
both my husband and | were born in Northville, aredwere still living here; and they had lived
in New York, and Texas, and California, and Floridhe looked, and | could see that poor child
has never been out of this town. But it's a gpate to come home to. Even now, when | only
know probably one percent of the people who liveeheot like thirty years ago when | knew the
name of every family in town.

Mary Alexander, you know Lou Angove’s mother, waggseat. She knew everyone by their
home address. Give her an address she couldtelivizo lived there because she was our city
clerk, and she did all the water bills, you knowd @he taxes. So just throw out an address to
her, and she could tell you who lived there.

(Well, you're the same with school people. Evedgpbigured that you knew everybody.)

The time, Marnie that | found out that I'd beersthool too long — we had a new enrollment in
the Amerman School. So | take a look at the namdesay, “This is not a new enrollment — this
boy has been in our school before.” So | turn adplook through my cards, pull out the boy’s
name — only it happened to be his father. So frelidember the name, but it was not at the time
period that | thought it was. And when the thishgration came, | thought | didn’t mind having
the children of the ones | enrolled in Kinderganteme, but when the children’s children were
old enough for Kindergarten, | thought it was titoego.

(Well, you moved around a certain amount in schealuse | encountered you happily in a
number of places and positions.)
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Yes, as Marge Dodd'’s brother, Ed, said, who wasyrhigh school class in Plymouth, said,
“What's the matter, Marion? Can’t you hold ontdae?” But when | started out, we only had
two buildings in Northville — the Main Street elem@y and the high school. And my dear
friend, Ruth Parmenter, was secretary to Mr. Amerméhis office in the Main Street School,
and there was one secretary in the high schoolttatdvas it. And Elroy Ellison was
elementary principal plus teaching a couple of laghool classes. So it was decided that he
needed a part-time secretary. So | started thagabhalf a day, working for Mr. Ellison in the
Elementary office, which | loved, absolutely lovasiming to work for Northville Schools. And
of course it was learning all the names of thehees Back then, Marnie, we had more
unmarried teachers than we had married teacheaubeat one time, you could not be married
and teach school, so that’s familiar to you. $ad the problem — it was easy enough to know
that we had a Keith, and a Fritz, and a Canaz&®)tzand so on, but it was difficult for me to
remember the Miss or Mrs., so what | learned tevee call everyone Miss because | discovered
that the married ladies really didn’t mind and jostrected me if | said Miss. But sometimes
with the Miss and the others, “I am not marrie&6 | had to be very careful. But | loved
working with the children. 1 loved doing the oldtds on the gelatin sheets that we would use
copy after copy after copy. Then have to waitik $0 the bottom. And then we really go so
large that | was working full time. And then RugtRarmenter’'s husband decided to go back to
school, went up to State; and Mr. Amerman askedonte his secretary. And | was very frank
with him and said, “Mr. Amerman, I'm not smart eghuo be your secretary.” And he said,
“Well I think that's for me to decide.” And so &isl, “Well, I'll tell you, I'm willing to try it if

you will be very honest with me and if it doesnork out, you know.” So we started out, and |
loved it because | absolutely loved the bookkeepingbsolutely loved keeping the books for
the school. So that's how I started out.

(About what date was that that you were Mr. Amersmaecretary?)

Oh, let’s see that had to be, let’s see, Judy was in — Judy was born in ’45, so it must have
been '44. So it must have been about '48, '49, &0ng in there. Yes, because then when |
was pregnant with Joyce, | stopped working andgholid never be back to the school again
and whipped through my money from the retiremd3ut | paid it back, | paid it back later. So
that was my second job, secretary to the supedetan And then | had two babies — | had
Joyce, and then Janice, and then Amerman Schocdlag to open, our second elementary, big
thrilling time, and the fact that it was named Bigssell H. Amerman School was very exciting
for me. And Dick Kaye and Harry Smith were goinde the two elementary principals. Harry
had been a high school teacher; Dick had beeneamegitary teacher. And so | got a call from
some, | think it was Alice, Dick’s wife, who callede first and said, “Dick’s going to need a
secretary, will you come back?” So anyhow, | waaxtk and started to work at the Amerman
School. (When it opened?) When it opened. It igaly exciting to be there. 1 think I still
have the dedication program, when it was dedicaliedas just so, it was just so clean and so
nice, and it was kept that way. Then pretty soemeeded the addition. Then we had a new
form of bookkeeping for the classes and the graipise high school, so Mr. Amerman asked
me if I'd like to have the high school and takeecaf that. It was something new, and it was
bookkeeping, and | said, “Yes, I'd like to do thago, | went back to the high school then.
(That was the high school still on Main Street?s)ythat was the high school still on Main
Street. And then, besides that | always did pagiounting. That seemed to follow me what
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ever else —when | was Mr. Amerman’s secretaryl Ipdipil accounting; and when | was in
elementary, it was for me down there, but | enjogienhg it, and so that was another part of the
job, and then we would — from then on to the higho®l, and then we were opening the Junior
High, you know so that was and Mr. Amerman askedfmédne thought I'd like to take that

over, do activity fund accounting and the childagtting; and | said, “Oh, yeah, | thought I'd
like to.” He said, “It's only a half-time job.” &l did that for a while, and your son was in
Junior High at that time — | loved those kids. Yoldest son...Chad (Hines) was in Junior High
when | worked (Van Ingen) and Terry in that builglinAnd a lot of our fine young teachers
started when | was there — David Longridge cameua$’hys. Ed. teacher and how delightful it
was. Ralph Redmond came to teach, to teach Hré dme; and his sweet wife was our music
teacher that year. So it was lot of good memdhese young kids coming in and watching them
grow and be great teachers and then administrakbosvath came to coach football in one of
those years when | was in the Junior High, it wasi, know, good times. And then they had
some changes at the high school, so | could neyens to Mr. Amerman’s job — so he said,
“We need you to go up to the high school, and wguold go. We need someone to run the
bookstore because the teachers aren’t doing it argiin So, “Well, that sounds interesting I'll
go up there.” So | was back in the high schookfevhile.

Then when Earl Busard came, He said, “I think wedngou in central office, you're just wasting
your time up there,” which | didn’t believe. 1 tik he thought | was a bad influence on the kids
and wanted to get me out of there. So | came tm€lentral Office, and that’'s where | ended up
my years pretty much doing the same thing pupibanting and taking care of some of the
financing, which | enjoyed, | really enjoyed thairpof it.

(You were always the expert that took people tostife where the records were.)

Oh yes, down in the I tried to teach that way terothat safe to everyone | knew and gave them
the combination, and no one ever wanted to go dbere. But we had beautiful records, and
one time we had a request when Larry Nichols was fiem Wayne State wanted to send a
couple of grad students out who were looking irtbhostorical records. So he asked me would
I mind seeing to them. “Oh, be delighted.” Andylwere so excited on some of the beautiful,
old records that we kept in that old vault; and/tbaid, “Please see to it that nothing ever
happens to these. Don't let anyone throw themtimaubbish like they do in some places.” So
when [ left, | just said to Marge Stobbs, “Now, yr@un charge — you see to it that nothing
happens to those old records.” Big thrill for meul be — it doesn’'t happen anymore, but in the
old days — would be when someone was trying tdalget Social Security — no birth certificate.
They needed three proofs of birth, and the schaasl @ne contact. So I'd go through there and
look up old records. And | know several timesfbdnd them in attendance records where a
teacher, back in 17, '18, and '19, but those rdsarere so good that | was able to get that
information from there, and they could use it t¢plteem establish their birth date so they could,
would, be eligible for Social Security. So it wasdidn’t mind looking through those old
records and besides mine was down there, and Benegord was down there, so could look up
and see what grades we got. (Were you surpriseédi@)..

I've always just loved school, and | can remembezlementary school in Northville | always
thought that on Friday nights | should kiss thekest goodbye because | couldn’t see her until
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Monday. (And how about in August — really lookifmgward to school?) Oh yes, couldn’t wait
for school to begin. | used to go to school wheras sick because | didn’t want to miss a day
and miss out on something.

And working for the school — the opening day wagagls so exciting. You know what that’s
like, Marnie, see the new kids, to see them comwmiree the teachers come back and greet
them. It was just exciting times to open the stlyear.

(I was interested in how accurate you were on ofilccount for so many years.) Oh yes. (Then
I guess the procedure changed a little and theg wet as tight as they were.) Yes, but it used
to be very important to us — you know, in the bagig we used to get primary money, you
know, from the State besides State Aid. Now, taae from children from birth — for want of
something — but it had to do with our school censsis those records had to be very accurate
and that we sent in. But then, | can’t remembactdy when, but when they did away with the
primary money, then it basic State Aid only and thas on attendance in school, when you
enrolled in school. But the other money, some wfas paid simply for children in the
community. So it was important that we kept goecbrds on census, and again, record keeping
was my daily best thing — | loved it — it's just..ly&now, a balance sheet can be such an
exciting thing ‘cause it's right or it's wrong. €te is no in-between. So that’s how | always felt
about keeping records on children. We've had tgfieones come in and want to know — some
from government offices who would want to know wizgechild enrolled in our school and when
that child left. We had those records and couldliem that information. And | always thought
it was very important to know that.

And it was an exciting thing for me was always makup the new Kindergarten cards for all the
Kindergarten kids coming in to school and seeimgrtk- it was good days. And this was, you
know before we had buses, you know, it was....wewnad#ers to school or...now Benny living
in the country. The District would pay tuition,tlihe families were responsible for
transportation. (Oh, the Districts paid the tuntfor the kids in the rural schools....) But no
transportation, so they had to work that out....

Benny — | walked two miles from here to our placemtimes. It was more than two miles —
wouldn’t that be? Yeah, | think closer to threeleast to get home from high school and out
Eight Mile. Was the road paved then?

Benny — They didn’t pave Eight Mile until 1937.

Oh, so you were out of school in '35. And few camuld go by you know. People were milling
to give you a ride, but the car had to come by fostop and pick you up. So, if you stayed
after school for an activity because mom made opert the morning, one trip in the afternoon
— those who had activities walked home after tAdtat was difficult, but of course in town —
walking was a great thing. | remember when wediga Carpenter, north of Eight Mile. | used
to walk home for lunch and back. | mean that wigs, jjust a nice little jaunt home and back
again. (You walked home and back again?) Buinkttwvalking is going out of style....we like
to ride and now we have gym classes to get ouceseeand fun. It's alright, whatever comes
along you know.......

Benny — You know | was just thinking when | was abfive or six years old, Northville used to
park — they used to on — with angle parking (Ols, yend it was always an old car like Model
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T’s, but then there were always about five, or sixseven horse and buggies parked here.
(What did they tie them to?) Oh, they had littests and you’d wrap your reins around them.
Marian — A few old pictures have that on — onca imhile you can see it.

Benny — And our mail used to be delivered with esband buggy. Mr. Cook (?), old Mr. Cook
used to leave the Northville Post Office, bringut to Eight Mile Road.

Marian — Oh, they didn’t deliver it out on Garfiedd they had to go to Eight Mile to pick it up.
Benny — And my mother ........ wanted it brought in.....arteld

Marian — The mail delivered down the road — it édBcult living out in the country in those
days. In fact, | think mother was one who wenEtlison time and time again and finally got
electricity down Garfield Road. So, you know, ttasural living out there until the electricity
came, then it meant a lot of things — the water puwou know, no more pumping water by
hand; and the kerosene lamps were out. (The washin&®)

Marian — Yes, oh yes, the exciting things......

Benny — My mother used to wash on a board.......

(So, those were the days -)

(OK, Benny, tell us about downtown.)

Well, this was next to where the parking lot isagdwhere they have handicapped parking and
the bandstand. It was houses in there. It wastnake Drug Store, and it was a little house, but
it had a nice little porch. (Marian — | think i called Merritt House.) Merritt House...and
there was an old man with a white long beard acan@ and he’d sit out there. He had his
uniform on, his hat — Civil War hat — and everydime’d go by he’d wanna stop and talk to us —
to a did you know, it was quite interesting. | camember — some things come back in spurts.

(Oh, we’ve got a mystery — the Young Men'’s Hallo ¥u have any idea what the Young
Men’s Hall was? Somebody said they thought it thas Hair Salon, near there, you know....)

Marian — | can tell you who can tell you that, abibuvould be Don Ware. Now you see is
there’s anything | can’t figure out about Northeilll have to go see Don Ware, and together we
talk and talk till we get this thing settled; anelib another good resource that helps on thisyreall
old stuff. And we heard about the Young Girls’ Blunow where did | read about that recently
—in the — it must have been a historical meetag tve talked about it. Maybe, Fran Gazlay
told me about it, talking to us. But that was &eotthing that the high school young ladies went
to.

Benny — I'm sure you heard about Eddie Stinsondnugj airplanes in Northville. (Yes, but let's
go over that because | don’t know where exactlyfield was or his plant. The two were no the
same....)

Benny — There was a big old foundry building — ibmtas converted into foundry and battery.
Before that | can’t really remember. But it wagabwhere that photo show is where you go
around the bend.

Marian — You know those new stores...... South Main...
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Benny — It's quite a big building. | can remembeiking by there as kids and looking in the
window of the little factory windows and watchirgese guys build these plywood airplanes.
And they would ship their engines in crates somewhe......

Marian — Great big — in every household in Nortlevdbout had one of those big wooden crates
for a playhouse in our backyard. We had one — thage wonderful playhouses — the dads
would cut out windows and a door in it. And thatyas a playhouse. Every yard had one —
they were great.

Benny — And the field was at Six Mile and Beck, wehthe recreation is trying to buy the
property now from the Lapham family. And that’sevé they had the airfield. And when | was
about ten or eleven years old, we used to riddbmycles, four or five of us kids, down there on
a Sunday morning. And one Sunday morning old Edaield come out there, and | think he did
a lot of drinking, but he’d a lot of times he’d as¥, you know, “Who wants to go for a ride?”
Well | went for a ride with him — first airplaneade | had was with Eddie Stinson. And we flew
out, you know, just tree top high in those day® ddid, “Where do you live?” And | pointed in
the direction. It's just like, practically livingp on the top floor — you’re not much higher than
that. So he flew out there, and my dad was outifgethe cattle, and he buzzed my dad a couple
of times. Then we flew back to the airport. Anddem we got home, | was so proud that | went
for an airplane ride, | told my dad, and dad gaeeamvhipping — he says, “If | ever catch you in
an airplane again, I'll kill yah.”

Marian — He wasn’t too happy about ................. Benny waghrilled he could hardly stand it.
(An open cockpit?)

Benny — Oh sure, the airplane was canvas and plgwoo

(Now you said, they shipped in engines to him?)

Benny — Yeah, for the planes.

(Yeah, where did they come from?)

Benny — | really don’t know.

Marian — | guess we were too young to be interestéidat part of it. But we knew they came in
those big boxes, and if your father went down asiad, you could get one.

Benny — The engines weren't really that big in thdays — surprising how small they were.

(Was the furniture company still in business thiae,Globe Furniture?)

Marian — Yeah, Globe Furniture right down there. t&d@mu know they put that big curve in
there, you know, we used to walk across the creetk® old bridge to get across there. The
water flowed through. | don’t know how they gat of the water, it's gone. But there was the
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bridge to walk across when you went south Mainéstrehich we always called Plymouth
Avenue which ... (oh did you, Plymouth Avenue?). Ytast was Plymouth Avenue.

Benny — They tore down a lot of those, there wimd mnore buildings back in there. That was
what they called, actually in those days, the itriaisarea of Northville because even Ford
Motor Company wasn't there | don’t think.

Marian — Well, not originally no because that wdseve the mill was.
Benny — The sawmill.

Marian — But Ambler’'s Furnace Factory was downéhteon. (Where the valve plant is now?)
Down where Belanger’s is now. That was Ambler, alhthe furnace stores had their name on.
Kirk Ambler’s grandfather, great grandfather.

Benny — If you drove down, If you went back Cadge8t by Belanger’s today and went by that
Long Building on the left as you come around themeothere, well, that was a foundry. And |
can remember back when my grandmother lived on Gaicbet, we used to stay with her. We’d
walk down there and see these guys pouring, madnd molds, and pouring the lead or the
iron into it to get in the sand mold.

Marian — | think that’s where they did the furnageshere.
(Was it the furnaces, we also have bells here t007?)
Marian — Oh, yes, the Bell Foundry.

Benny — | don’t remember the Bell too much or wihay ...
Marian — | can remember Ambler Furnace down there.

Benny — That was the only industrial area nortAibler’s, right in that little area. They did a
lot of different things through the years.

Marian — We were a farming town, and if you tallkkegbeople in Detroit, they knew Northville
for three things; Maybury Sanitarium, the Wayne @gurair, and Silver Springs Water.

Northville was famous for these. (And that’s tipeisg in the same place it is here?) Yes, but it
just came out of the bank. It was a pipe comingodthe bank. We used to cross over the
railroad track and pick pussy willows there in #pging time, it had beautiful pussy willows.

Benny — And Silver Springs was a company in Detiwt used to come out and take water in by
the big jugs, and they’d purify it or somethingheh they'd sell it.

Marian — They bottled it. (Oh, so they were baglit in Detroit?)

Marian — Yeah, then they finally moved the SilveriSgs Bottling Company out here, they
made the pop, you know, right behind the railrcadk. The Interurban was a child’s big thrill.
I can remember my first ride to Plymouth, you knawv,the Interurban. It took forever to get
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there, but it was... (How would you go?) It was.came up Main Street, the same as the one
that went Eight Mile. And then you went down, ajaside of, the East side of the boulevard,

you know. That was only a single road there inday, when we were kids. It would be on the
west side of South Main. Then the other side dnaghhouses across there. The Interurban went
down in front of some of the houses, and that vaérihe way to Plymouth along there. (Oh, it
went on Main Street or cut through?) Right on Maireet, which we called Plymouth Avenue
back then. Then it went Northville Road, you know.

Benny — But then it turned up Griswold.

Marian — But that was the other one, dear. Themewwo. This one went to Plymouth. Now
the Interurban that went to Detroit went up Grisivd Eight Mile.

Benny — Right. | can remember my uncle used ® dir Eight Mile Road where they're
building those condos now. And that house has bemred back. Who lived in that just
recently?

Marian — Oh...the Madigans lived there.

Benny — Madigans — the house was right next todhd in those days, and that Interurban... we
used to stay with my uncle... that Interurban woutdabout two foot beside, next to the house.
The house would shake.

(So it would go Eight Mile then?)

Marian — Yeah, Eight Mile and then it would comenihere the Wine Factory was at (Benny —
Grand River and Orchard Lake.). Orchard Lake Ritadpuld get on to Grand River after Eight
Mile. Take Grand River, and then that connecti@uld come down from Pontiac there. A
little waiting room there by the big chimney anérhyou’d go on to Detroit. Now Lila (?) used
to ride that into college when she went to collegPetroit. She became a school teacher. So
she rode the Interurban into Detroit to go to TeashCollege.

Benny — | used to ride that, living out in the coyrout here, we'd work in the summer time you
know, boys who are fourteen or fifteen years dlde’d work picking cherries, or apples or
whatever we done, and we’d save up a few dolladstizen we’'d go — | would get on the — |
would walk into Northville or | would get a ride.inThen | would get on the little jitney (bus). It
was a jitney they called it, the big old car andrfseats in it or something. (Marian — Oh, about
six or eight.) And | would, for a dime | would eado West Point, which would be — no, Seven
Point, Five Points, which is Grand River and SeMéle Road. Then I'd get on a streetcar, and |
think that was only a dime (Marian — Six cents)nsthing like that to go downtown. (Marian —
And you could get a transfer?) I'd go downtowrHiedson’s or Crowley’s and buy my shoes or
my trousers, whatever | needed for school. Thempitbbably get lost. When | walked around
there, I'd get lost to find the right streetcart bfinally got home. It took me all day.

Marian — That was another exciting thing to do wasen we got older, was to take that...

Benny — That was simple to do that in those day&] #hat old, fifteen or sixteen years old, you
couldn’t do it today.
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Marian — In those old streetcars. | loved ridimgtbem. | just can’t believe why they ever did
away with streetcars. There was so much roometivass always a place to sit down. If you had
to stand up, you'd hold on to a strap.

Benny — You see where they still got them in Lansi where the convention was.
Marian — Yes, they had probably like the ones mséo though, they’re just showoff cars.

Benny — | used to swim across the road, wherdnafié¢ condos are. That was a big gravel pit,
and that’s where we learned to swim between sendregght years old.

Marian — And only the boys went there because ..nBenOh, the girls ...
Marian — We were told they didn’t wear suits.

Benny — We didn’t, and they used to have these pifgravel or sand piled up real high, and the
water was down, and we’d always know the girls wgrehere on that peak looking down at us.

Marian — Those were the older girls. | never krabout that. | did know where the swimming —
we used to swim at the Northville Fish Hatcheryy ¥oow, out on — every summer they would
leave one pond without fish in it that the childafrNorthville could go swimming. It was real

... having a place to go swimming. That was our J&lesides swimming in the creek. And
where the Richey’s (?) live on Fairbrook in thaddi just off of Center Street is the house that
we lived in at one time. And | tell this to peoplo are probably just ten years younger than |
am and they can't believe this. But on Sundaysdmssed up for church, and we wore our
white dresses and our long white cotton stockiagd, you stayed dressed up all day long. You
were not allowed to play ball. You were not allalne do a lot of things. You could take walks.
You could read books. So when we lived there, weevenly a good block from the creek
where we used to go swimming because the boy’'syputlam so it was deep enough. So it was
a very, very hot Sunday afternoon and we didn’ehesmpany that day, so my two older sisters
and | were dressed in our white dresses and wuitkiags, and we said, “It's so hot, why can’t
we go swimming?” So we went upstairs and we ursgieéand put our wool bathing suits on
under our dresses, got all dressed back up agdisad, “Oh Ma, we thought we’d go for a
walk.” And she said, “Alright.” So we walked d&le way up Center Street to Cady, Cady Street
to Wing Street, right back down to where we pradhljclived, and zipped down the hill to the
creek, took of the clothes, went swimming, hadesmagtime, dried real fast in our wool suits, got
dressed back up, walked back home again, and set, @md my mother said to my sister
Florine, “What's that on your stocking?” She s&ldjon’t know.” She said, “Well, it looks like
blood. Come here, you must have hurt yourselb’sBe took her long white stocking down,
and there was a blood sucker on her leg. So weaymht. And people won't believe this ...
that was a day to be nice and sit and talk and aeddvalk.

(And were church services certain hours only ond@ynn those days?)

Marian — Well in Northville we had, even back théthink we had two masses, and we always
went to 8:00 — the early one, and | think the othex was at ... (Where was the church?) The
location where the Catholic Church is today up bayer Boulevard, which was never a
boulevard, and Orchard Drive. But it was a whiteoden church that we dearly loved, and
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when the people started moving out to Northvilld #re church was getting crowded, they
called it the saltbox — that we had to get rid Bfit we loved that church. It was getting too
small, of course. And every pew was assignedféorgly —a pew book, and your name was on
that pew and you sat in that same pew every tinnengnt to church, but sometimes there were
two names because there were the 8:00 people andthé 10:00 people.

Benny — One thing | miss back in those days. E®nyday morning you could hear about six
or seven church bells. (Marian — Oh, the churdls beere so beautiful.) It seemed like they
were — one would ring and it would be all througiging, and another one would start, and
sometime three of them would be ringing at one tirieu don’t hear that no more.

Marian — No, not the church bells. When Benny’ssio — when he was working — a lot of
people would come in from England and sometimed kay, “Well, these two gentlemen have
been living at the Holiday Inn, you know — couldring them for dinner?” I'd say, “Sure, bring
them out with you, glad to have them.” And oneh&m said, “don’t you miss the church bells
on Sunday?” He said, “That’s what | miss hearimgnt — it's all Sunday morning long. (Benny
— They still do it in Europe...) You would hear chuteells ringing.” And | said, “Well, I think
the Baptists ring their bell and the Presbyteriéms,you have to be in the vicinity to hear it ring
You know.” (Benny — You could hear the train whadbday blowing from here...but it's not
the same as the old steam engine. When this tagmswmall, most trains would go by here, a lot
more trains used to go through here (Marian — Gi).yt seemed like all night long all day long,
all you could hear was that train whistle.

(And the depot was up above where the well is?)
Marian — Right, right.

Benny — | left from there at one time (Marian — Wh@u went in service), No, | didn’t go there
from the service, but | was home on furlough or etiimg. (Marian — Oh, | know when we
came, we always came into Detroit at either Michi@antral or the other one — | forget the
name (Benny — Union), Union Station.

(End of side 1)

Marian — Oh, what’'s her name bought Boring’s houSke does beautiful bus tours. But in an
emergency, | will take a bus tour for — when thei@ecitizens come in to spend a day, afternoon
in Northville, have lunch at Genitti’s, and go hoagain. So the first things | always ask them if
they've ever been to Northville before. And if aoe ever has | say, “That’s wonderful, so then
you won't know if I'm telling you the truth or notAnd so we start out and Bruce lays out the
schedule, we go down by the race track and wéheth that was the Wayne County
Fairgrounds and we take a swing around by Silveingp, and we talk about that, and that
Northville was mentioned in the comics, you knoechuse of the Silver Springs, and so that
was the comics in the Detroit papers — the Nettsink was the name of it. So that's always an
exciting thing. Then we go up by Griswold past khstorical Village and stop for just a minute,
mention that and up around the hairpin turn so awdawn by the Cider Mill. That’s always
another exciting thing to do, is to see the Ciddt. MBut it doesn’t look like the beautiful old
building that we used to have there. Now it's teodern for me. And then out to Maybury
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Sanitarium to see what used to be the Sanitaridmchais now the park, you know. The
Maybury Sanitarium was such a busy place, and g@ople today hardly know what
tuberculosis is. But | had a brother and a sester a father die of tuberculosis so that was a
really big thing in our life, Maybury SanitariuniBenny — that was a city in itself.) Yes, it truly
was. (Benny — It must have had forty or fifty logment buildings.) Beautiful brick. And they
did farming there. You know, and an uncle of miref Salem was the baker. He lived out
there. His son would take him in on Sunday nighte could bake the bread for Monday. He
had Sunday off, and then he’d start in and bak#halbreads and desserts that they had at
Maybury. It was a great place for high school kmget a job in the summer time when
vacations would come up. | think your brother Migkworked there a short time, didn’t he?
(Would they be working on someone else’s holiday. &) Yes, vacation time would come, and
did you know Katherine Kline, McKenna Kline thatigt in Northville? (No) Probably not, |
think she was probably before your time. | haygeat problem associating people and teachers
at the same time, and her mother was the headidretiut there. So there’s a lot of history of
Northville mixed in with Maybury Sanitarium. Indg | was born in the Maybury Sanitarium
house on Eight Mile Road because my father workethe farm for Maybury at the time, and
took care of the horses, and the plowing, and thekiwg. And that was before they — he went to
Wayne County Training School.

My grandfather and four of his sons helped buikl\ffayne County Training School. And two
of my uncles and my father stayed on to work thég.uncle George, that’s Clifford’s father,
was the plumber. My father and Uncle Chancey Viiszenen in the power house so... (The
Shoebridge boys?) Yes, the Shoebridge boys. ltaxasat part of our life. You know when
that was built, Mernie, it's hard to believe thag¢tte were no blueprints. Now, my Uncle George
knew where every pipe went into every building, aftér he retired, Bob Kuhlman took over
the thing, and he would have to call Uncle Geongéoufind out where these pipes were, and |
think finally they had blueprints made so they cbiihd all the sewers. But that’s how building
were put up back then. That was a huge placeesedtall over, but that...he helped put them in
and he knew where those pipes went into the bigdin

Benny — When | attended old Baseline School balcktarted school there — what | must have
been five, seven years old, we had a well. Wetbadimp our water. We had an outside john.
And | don’t know what year it was after, it was pably three or four years later, Mr. Maybury
had bought, they had city water into Maybury whigds just ...(Marian — Detroit brought it way
out to here.) Behind us, so they...piped waterfawaet for the school. | can remember that,
and he was out there, he was a white haired old-niamd of a crabby old man — dedicated it to
the kids in school, you know.

Marian — And of course Mr. Whipple worked for higgu know, for years ... Mr. Maybury,
used to drive him around. So those were big exgiiimes for Northville kids. And Edna Huff
was Benny’s teacher in the Baseline School whewdsein eighth grade.

(I was going to ask you who your teacher was.) r§enShe was one of them. (Marian — and
Martha Eggy, you didn’t have Martha Eggy?) | wheady out of there. (Marian — Martha
taught up there, you know, and who out here at &agnd Eight Mile?) Ray Straub (?) (Marian
— Ray Straub, she taught there.)
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(And it wasn’t a one room school then, was it?)

Benny/Marian — Yes, yes. (Benny — It's about tize sf the one we got down at the Historical
Society.) Yes, it's very similar when you go i8o when it came time the Academy wanted to
establish that as a historical building, someoietter to call me, so we got into this thing. So |
said, “Well, my husband knows a little bit becauseattended school there, but | know people
who will be able to help us. So, of course, l@Mrs. Richmond (?) who taught there, and
who was a Lyke in the Lyke Family, and her two bess, and everyone got in on this, and they
were able to piece enough information togetherttinsy were able to establish that as a
historical building. It was so interesting in hielgp them, and they we were all invited to their
open house and their dedication. (Benny — Theg tséarm that land behind the school, you
know well the whole Maybury, the 2 miles, and tlsed to farm a lot of it. And the two Lite
brothers used to drive those old model — old Fardsactors. Plowing in the Spring when it just
warmed up, and we were still in school, and | ceulgu could hear those things right behind
us, back and forth, back and forth. And thosethlidgs used to make a grinding noise, a
howling noise, and how | wished | was old enoughjgba job and drive that tractor. (Were they
gasoline powered?) Oh yeah, we still see somendro(Marian — yes one of his favorite trips is
to the museum at Greenfield Village, you know. dfends... and now me, if you’'ve seen one
steam engine, you've seen the steam engine. Boai&o look at every one of them, and every
old tractor that ever was in the farm — so it bsifbgck a lot of memories. So | go and look at the
doll houses or something else at that time. Bugrjjeys that, you know, and to understand how
they worked.

(What's the Ford connection here in Northvilleke.ivhere have the plants been?)

Benny — Well, the only plant we had is where thme#ocation that this one is. But when |
started there in '35, this was an old building eygitwo-story, used to be a sawmill run by Mr.
Dubuar. (Marian — Yes, that's what it looked lijkeAnd it was closer to the corner of Main and
Griswold — closer to the corner. (Marian — Yedie Ibig factory.) And in 1937, | worked there a
couple of years, it was a sweatshop, that's whaag — then in '37 they built the one they got
there now. But not as big as it is now. They'dded on to it since. Old Mr. Ford used to come
out there, maybe once or twice a year with a coapleés men. And | was working on a
machine — the first one as he walked into the neiding, he and Jack (?), and what’s his name,
your classmate? (Marian — not Margerger?) Nanftahink of his name, but anyway, Mr. Ford
would come, and | was the first machine, and h#dg and he’d say — he’d stand there for a
minutes — here I'm scared, I'm working, he’d sayyeill how you doing son?) | say, “Fine.”

And he said, “You like your job?” | said, “Oh yeahnd | hated it like poison. (Marian - $5.00
aday.) $5.00 a day. He says, “Have you gotl&igind?” | say, “I got two of em.” He laughed
and says, “Keep up the good work.” He’d go dowittle ways, he stopped in just about every
time he’d come by.

Marian — See Ray Marburger’s father-in-law wasglat manager — would he have been
foreman — Mr. Marburger? (Benny - superintendeBuperintendent. And it's who you know,
that’s how you got a job in Depression time. Afidaurse he knew the families, and Benny’s
father worked there plus the farm in the Depressibimen Benny got a job there when he got out
of high school. And didn’t Eddie Bender work theré8enny — oh, yeah — Irv Marburger.) Irv
Marburger worked there, that was the flush job ofthville. (Benny — Well, it worked, if you
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graduated from high school, and if you went toegdl, you worked there the summer months.
And if you didn’t go to college, you worked thereay around. A lot of local boys worked there
one way or the other.) It was about, you knowhat time ... (Benny - $5.00 a day was a big
thing.)

Marian — And then of course, there was the WatdrRiant — not too far away, you know. Just
below where our Meads Mill School is. On the oid Bile that came down that sharp hill.
That was a tough one to go up. It was so steBpnr(y — One at Phoenix Lake — the County
Building.) And then there was one at Phoenix Lale®. (And these were all Ford Plants?)
Ford Plants, and then one at Wilcox Lake in PlyrhouEhat’s how close they were together.
(Benny — What'’s the other one there by Farmingbgrthe park?) Newburgh. (Benny — No)
Oh well, I don’t know — the Newburgh Plant, so hitcknow which one you're thinking of.
(Benny — he had one in Milford.) OK — and thiti@w interesting this man was. | think Henry
Ford is a fascinating man, just fascinating. Hsulght these factories out to the small towns to
give the people the jobs. Then | went to his Héate School at Henry Ford Hospital and with
my friends in Plymouth. Now when he started tludwosl, he picked — there would be two girls
from the Northville High school, two girls from Phouth, two girls from Milford, another place
he had plants, Dexter — any place he had plantsl we went to a school at Henry Ford
Hospital; we had one whole wing of the Nursing Homtl two full time teachers who taught us
how to be good homemakers. And out job was toagk lhome and be good mothers and wives
for these — in these small towns. So we had Honte tAaining, how to take care of babies and
we had jobs in the hospital. He gave us dancisgples — Lovett, Mr. Lovett would come in for
those dancing lessons, bring the boys from the Forde School to dance with us. Teach us
square dancing, but early American dancing, notg we like to do it later. And take us to
the ballet and Orchestra Hall to hear the symptwnlgestra. And you know, to make us well
rounded individuals and to come back home thernbandaders in our communities. Now, that
was his idea.

(How long a class was this?)

Marian — This was a semester. There would be twy.girlfriend in Plymouth was in the first
class — Helen Hunt. | went the second semestérseineone else from Plymouth. There were
two. Besides getting the chance to earn moneytlerdwe did, we had Home Economics,
sewing and cooking. We cooked our own meals, @drhe menus with the help of this
teacher, and there would be different groups irkitaéen...had to cook the meals, do the
shopping, and learn how to do all those things,taed earn a little money so we could have
spending money (Benny — It's a funny thing whenarned her, she couldn’t boil water.) |
knew how to make white sauce. That was my besgthimaking white sauce. (She knew how
to go to the ballet.) Yes, the buses would contetake us to these places. It was really
exciting. But that man, so many people don't kritbese things about old Henry. They thought
he was just interested in making money. But hetedhto take care of the whole world, |
think... it was fun. | learned a lot about and howdise the baby by the book because when |
had Judy, Benny was overseas, and that’s exactii haised that baby was what the page said
to do; and she was the easiest baby in the wotiake care of.

Benny — | still remember going into that... on CendMain, no Center Street near Dunlap, no it
was Randolph, Dunlap where the old Opera House taskee. (Marian — Yes, oh yes) and they
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had all these — it was a big high building and thag all these scenery rolls so they could pull
down — change the scenery. | don’'t know whateag@pkned to some of that stuff.

Marian — Well, they tore it down. But you know, rimend Bob Secord, his family had the
bakery right down below in that building (In thener floor?) Yes, so after school we would go
over and his father always let us fill our ownydbuns because we’d put more jelly in it than
most — it would run down your chin. Then somehthere was a way of getting upstairs, and we
used to go up to the old Opera House and swingg®nape that they had hanging across the
stage. | always hoped that his father and mothewkwe were up there, but that’s how we used
to play on the stage in the old Opera House. # seaexciting, and the scenery was there rolled
up — all that stuff. (Do you know who owned thee@pHouse at that time?) Oh, let's see — now
| know that Secords never owned it, but who ownedwas it Pickard that owned the Meat
Market? (Benny — Oh no, he was here later.) ittecamember who owned that building. (Was
he the last owner — Pickard?) No, he had the Mikzaket so that... But S.L. Brader, you know
our Brader’s Department Store first started in ohthose little stores on that, on Center Street
there. (We're there several stores then?) Yeke dmall stores in those buildings. The Meat
Market was on the corner, and the Bakery Shop w#seare at one time. The Bakery Shop may
have become Brader’s, | don’t know because the Bakeved around to Main Street when it
was Wadsworth Bakery. | think the Secords wemlyanouth, and then the Wadsworth Bakery,
a Scottish bakery, came to town. And she belongélde Ladies Aide Society — | forgot the
name of it but they had a picnic during the sumraed | used to — | think | was only ten or
eleven years old, and | used to watch the bakerlgdowhile she went to her luncheon and then,
of course, | always got this great big bag of diystuff to take home. That was my pay. |
loved to ring up the cash register, and it was ©80mebody only bought a half dozen or what,
but if they bought two of these things, they hatiétp me figure out the price. | couldn’t tell
what to charge them if they only bought two fry esk

(There’s been some question — were the sidewatteehithen they are now, in those days?)
Benny/Marian — Oh, yeah.

Marian — Especially on the north side of Main Stre¥ou always walked up a step to get to that
side, and I've seen pictures that show that. (Benhthink it was about that high.) Yeah, they
were up off the ground, but because the cars wsddve on that angle parking. You would
drive in there and you're kind of — your bumper \blie against the cement. | had my first
‘Sunday’ in Spagnuolo’s. That used to be — usdtbiee the fruit and the candy in some, few
groceries, and the Sweet Shop was in the backgibaoth. And | had a Tin Roof and it cost
fifteen cents, and old Jim Spagnuolo made it for me

Benny — My dad used to — we used to have an orchgaodi pick the apples in the fall. You
know, and we’d take them down to the Cider Miltifen, twenty, thirty bushels, | don’t know —
but we’d dump them in the chute, they'd go in amelytd make the cider. Then they would keep
so much of it, and he would give us so many barrbtsvever much we had, and we’d take it
home. (Marian — Of cider. Then he would raise attand take the wheat down to the mill right
across. Practically across, and they'd grind kbwr ffor us. They’'d keep a percentage of it and
get the rest in bags — fifteen, twenty-five, thipiyund bags. (Marian — cloth bags.) No, they
were ... bags, and that would be enough for six n®atteight months or a year, | guess, for my
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mother to bake. Because my mother baked all tbadyishe never bought bread. She always
baked.

Marian — They'd take their sandwiches to the Bage$chool, you know, one with the
homemade bread and trade it for Tasty (bread) qmecas of bologna. (Benny — we never had
it.) Mother would always send the roast meat &edchicken you know, or whatever was
homemade and they'd trade it for Tasty. (Bennymidmade butter on it). Great days, great
days. Well, Mern, you gotta be tired of ...oh, thetél fire — I'm trying to remember what year
was that. | must have been about six or seversyddr it'd be '27 or '28, right in there, and it
was during the night, you know. We lived on Wirtge$t in this house next to where the church
used to be, our old Library and Board of Educattiite. We lived next door. We could see
the flames shoot up, and my older sisters got tdayen and watch the fire. (That was the one at
the southwest corner of Main and Center?) Yes, ¥ést was a hotel, the Ambler Hotel. It was
an exciting place to go in — was their name Walkatymond, the Manager? Anyhow, he had
this daughter that was a friend of mine, so | alsvggt to go and play in the hotel. It was so
exciting to go in there. In the lobby they hadayabars behind the glass places in there, and it
was a very popular place for the salesmen to caiBenny — It had this long veranda along
Main Street.) No veranda. (Benny — it was a pQrdto. The porch ran in the back down
Center Street. No, the building was almost flsthe sidewalk, right up there next to the
sidewalk with the entrance almost diagonal at Geartd Main Street. (Benny — And you're
thinking why they couldn’t save that building besauhe fire hall was well where in between
where the M Building is and where the old restayrdre (?) restaurant used to be — right in
there was a little wooden building. And they hddtk old fire engine in there — It was only a
door away, but they couldn’t save it because...) WelWas a total wooden building... (But it

did run from Main Street all the way to Cady?) Maan just up to where it meets the — we
always called it the Greek Restaurant there. Aed the back of it — it went in a little bit — and
then the back ran where there were rooms down tddadiway down the street — about halfway,
but not way out to Center Street. But the baclkréa went there, and the kitchen was back
there... (Oh, it had a restaurant?) Yes, they semedls in the dining room, but we never got to
eat in the dining room. There was a little fandiging room that | ate in with my girlfriend, but
just to be served a meal was exciting. No one @eat to a restaurant back in those days. And
now | think ninety percent of the people in Nortleveat out at least six days a week from the
amount of people in the restaurants. In those tteyswo men, and they were always called the
Greeks — the restaurant; and two brothers, Gearde #rget the other one’s name, ran it. My
father used to go in there to have coffee and kralyer the thrill after going to the Fair with him
one afternoon, we went in and | had a piece ofrglge and a glass of milk in the Greek’s
Restaurant sitting on a stool. It was the lovengflife to be in there. But again they were
people, strangers to town, but Northville acceplenn and were very close to them. They ran
that restaurant for a long time.

Benny — The Crow’s Nest used to be the most —énhéec of town where everything was taking
place. Any of your activity was around the Crowsst.

Marian — The street car came right up to it, yoawn(The band concerts were there? The
interurban, I've heard had a little trouble witle tthack close to the Crow’s Nest. That they
sometimes would be coated with soap or somethippgesty.)
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Marian — Yes, | was too young to remember about that was those mischievous boys, you
know, that would do that. | think that's how theo@’'s Nest got wrecked was that the streetcar
... (When did it go?)

Benny — | don’t think it was wrecked. | mean these it down. (Marian — Oh, did they? But |
thought the street car ...) Benny — | would say i, "29, or '30 maybe — somewhere in there.
(Marian — Yes, it would have been close to '2931,’l think it was in the late ‘20's).

Benny - ...across where the Ford Field is — they tiseiimp, that used to be a city dump. Don
Ware will tell you that. | can barely rememberttha (Marian — Well | know at the end of the
wheelbarrow avenue, and that’'s what Hutton wagdalfou know, where the Wares live. From
the drive-in bank on the corner on down to — thatsLake Street — Rayson — that was
wheelbarrow avenue, and it was called that because/one in town put their trash in the
wheelbarrow and wheeled it down — there was nottlowgn there, you know...) Benny — If they
would go in there today and dig into that bankytiveuld be surprised what they’d find there.

(The Ford Field Bank, and now you're saying themttwat the Blacksmith Shop was at the
corner ... Benny — The corner of Main Street and ¢tuttRight where they’re putting that new
building in, and the last person that was in tiveas Mr. Wick (?). He ran a gas station out of
part of it, and | can remember going there withpayents to gas up and the old cars. My dad
and mother, we used to pull in there and gas upeyknow Mr. Wick because he used to be a
mailman before then.

Marian — Was it still part of the stone building?

Benny — Oh yeah. In the north end of it is whéee-t they still had the blacksmith shop and
there was a few horses and buggies there yet wiérshstarted selling gas out of there.

Marian — Benny, you have to remember is four yetdsr than | am so ... (Benny — | don’t have
as good a memory.) But | don’t remember the blad#ksshop. That was out of my territory
evidently.

Benny — And then across the street on Hutton, wineréank is now, was a great big wooden
building, a long building, and Al Zimmer had a ggeahere. He used to sell Hudsons and
Essexs in there. He had a showroom. It was adldwoothing fancy about it, you know. It had
a great big plate glass — for the showroom. (bat face Hutton or Main?) It faced Hutton. |
remember he had quit being the dealership and rolg uthis was back, | was in high school,
'32 — he rented some of that building and was ramacars, and | used to go down there after
school, after high school, and help him repair ..afidn — Well eventually Miller took over that
garage, didn’'t he?) Yeah, Miller bought the proypeHe built a new building, then they tore
that down.

(Who build the Marquis Theater?)

Marian — Well the same ones that built in Plymou{Penniman?) Wasn't Allen the name?
Yes, but you know — right. | went to the movie eme the old theater when | was five years old

that was located just where the theater is nowt yBu sat on bleachers and watched the movie.

Mary Curling (?) took me to the movies, and sattenbleachers. Then that burned down, and
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then they built this new theater. It was so béalit was so gorgeous that when kids walked in
when the lights were on before the movie started,sat down and you would not think of
eating in that theater or putting anything on tleerf. And the organ would play to entertain you
before the movie started. It was so beautiful, dmghg the Depression, they'd get so few
people going, that once a week I think it was, aybe just on certain occasions, you could get

in by taking a can of food. It could be home-cahpeaches or anything, and that would be your

admission into the theater to help the people wto’'dhave anything to eat in the Depression.
But when you went in, you sat down and you nev&eth If you did talk, you whispered even
before the movie began. But to hear the organ-plidayvas so beautiful — to hear that music.

(What movies would there be?)

Marian — My first movie was “Whispering Wires”, “Vidpering Wires” and every time someone
picked up the telephone — zap, they were deadh&® all | remember about that early movie:
and then “Wings”. Wasn'’t that the name of itavéts one of the first movies (Benny — There
was a lot of cowboy movies.) About World War 1h @es, Tom Hix was my very favorite...

but those were great movies in those days. Tieatdn was just so beautiful, and we were so
proud to have it.

Benny — Schraders had a, | don’t know... | think thag the store then too. But they also had
the funeral parlor.

Marian — Oh yes, we've already covered that novhgy had that where they’re working on
now. | remember going into town one winter with folks, and my folks went shopping or
something; and my two brothers and | were bummiograd town, and we walked by there and
the curtain was up like that (Marian — It was aregkcurtain) and there was a little light in there,
and we peeked in. And there we saw a guy in arcoft scared us half to death. That was the
first time | ever saw a dead man. Man, | dreamuébimat for months. | never looked in the
window again.

(There seemed to be a connection between, reasosatligh, furniture makers and funeral
homes.)

Marian — Yes, they seemed, and of course, the 8etsa- his brother in Plymouth had the
furniture store there plus the Schrader Funeral &Jomhich is still in existence today; and a
grandson is in charge. It is so fascinating totkaethe family is still in business in the same
spot, you know, all these years.
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