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Julia A. Robinson deeds a strip of land, "to be used 

as a Public, free burying ground," thus creating 

Oakwood Cemetery on Cady street
2

Mar. 10, 1835

early 1870s
By this time, John Ovenshire and John Sands are in the 

furniture and undertaking business together
6

Apr 1875
Ovenshire and Sands dissolve their partnership and 

continue their businesses independently
7

First family lot deed is issued at Rural Hill

Aug 1892
John Ovenshire dies, bringing his furniture and 

undertaking business to a close
10

Rural Hill Cemetery Association is formed

John Sands, cabinet maker, is living in Plymouth 

Township
41850

1853
John Ovenshire moves to Northville and embarks in the 

furniture and undertaking business
5

Property for Rural Hill is purchased Dec. 17, 1885

First interment at Rural Hill Cemetery Apr 1886

Oct 1885

Apr 1898

Aug 1901
John Sands dies, bringing Sands & Porter, furniture and 

undertaking, to a close
13

July 15, 1886

Northville Township is formed from the north half of 

Plymouth Township
12

1882

Marion A. Porter buys into the furniture and undertaking 

business of his father-in-law, John Sands, forming 

Sands & Porter
8,9

Burton Abstract and Title Company transcribes 

Northville cemetery records, including a reading of 

gravestones at Oakwood and a recording of burial 

records for Rural Hill

Apr 1908

May 1902
Marion A. Porter receives a diploma in embalming from 

the Michigan State Board of Health
14

Dec 1906
Marion A. Porter sells undertaking business located at 

111 N. Center St. to Schrader Brothers
9

July 9, 1894
Eloise Post Office is established at the Wayne County 

Almshouse in Nankin Township
11

July 8, 1908
Rural Hill Cemetery Association is reorganized and 

chartered for another 30 years
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1911
Wayne County Almshouse Complex in Nankin Twp 

adopts the name Eloise
15

1915

By this time, the Eloise Complex in Nankin Twp 

consists of three divisions: the Poorhouse, the 

Psychiatric Asylum and the Tuberculosis Sanitarium
16

Mar 1917
Edward [Edwin] Sessions purchases the house on Main 

St. that will later become Sessions Hospital
17

1919

Mrs. Harry (Mary T.) Bovee, a graduate nurse, opens 

Bovee Hospital at their residence on Main St., with Dr. 

Tom Henry as surgeon
18

1920

Mrs. Edwin (Winnifred) Sessions opens Session 

Hospital in one room of their residence at 520 W. Main 

St.
19

May 1920
Dr. Tom Henry opens Henry Hospital, a 10-bed private 

hospital on Main St.
20

1921
Maybury Sanitarium opens as Detroit Municipal 

Tuberculosis Sanitarium
21

Oct 1921
Henry Hospital closes after the illness and death of Dr. 

Tom Henry
22

May 1922 Bovee Hospital closes
23

1923
Tuberculosis Sanitarium at Eloise is phased out and 

transitioned into the Hospital and Infirmary
16

Jan 1923
First mention of Sessions Hospital in The Northville 

Record
24

July 1923

Eastlawn Sanitarium, a private tuberculosis sanitarium, 

moves from Detroit to Northville.  It was located on 

Buchner's Hill, where Allen Terrace now stands.
25

4.5 acres are added to west side of Rural Hill 

Cemetery
bef. May 1923

1924Mausoleum is erected at Rural Hill

Dec 1924

Atchison Clinic (and later Atchison Hospital) opens at 

48 W. Dunlap St. (Address changes to 501 W. Dunlap 

in Dec 1926.)
26

Sept 20, 1933

Mrs. Winnifred Sessions sells Sessions Hospital, now 

at a 10-patient capacity, to Miss Irene Fennell, who will 

continue running it under the same name
27
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June 1937
New Cemetery Association is formed due to failing 

finances

Oct 1937 Casterline Funeral Home opens at 122 W. Dunlap St.
28

Apr 1943

Northville Village Commission informally accepts 

responsibility for the care and appearance of the 

cemetery

Sept 18, 1945
Eloise Hospital in Nankin Township is renamed Wayne 

County General Hospital and Infirmary
29

Jan 1947 Schrader Brothers move business to 404 W. Main St.
30

June 7, 1948
Rural Hill Cemetery Association sells cemetery to the 

Village of Northville

1952 Northville State Hospital opens
31

Rural Hill Cemetery acquires 21 acres on south end bef. 1953

Mar 1953
Phillips-Bahnmiller Funeral Co. purchases Schrader 

Brothers' Northville location
32

Dec 1955
Eastlawn Sanitarium is converted into Eastlawn 

Resthaven, a convalescent home
33

Nov 1956
Bahnmiller Funeral Home, 404 West Main St, is 

purchased by Dempsey B. Ebert
34

1959
Community General Hospital replaces Sessions 

Hospital at 520 W. Main St.
35

Dec 1959 St. Mary's Hospital opens in Livonia
36

Mar 1960
Atchison Hospital at 501 W. Dunlap St. closes, but 

continues as a medical clinic
37

Jul 1961
Community General Hospital at 520 W. Main St. 

closes
38

Dec 1964
Northville Convalescent Center opens in the former 

Community General (Sessions) Hospital building
39

Aug 4, 1969 Maybury Sanitarium closes
40

Aug 1974
Northville Convalescent Center at 520 W. Main St. is 

renamed Wishing Well Manor
41
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